
Calgary 

Alberta 


Hotel Palliser 

CALGARY, ALTA. 










The Palliser 
75 Years 

A Calgary Classic 


Before the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1883, Calgary was little 
more than a Mounted Police post and trading centre. The city was primarily 
populated by ranchers and pioneers at the time, and had a deserved reputation 
as ‘the wild west of Canada’. When the railway was completed, however, there 
was a huge influx of people into the area — travellers and businessmen alike 
— and it quickly became evident that there was a need for ‘refined’ 
establishments to accommodate the wealthy tourists. 

The city thrived over the following years, and with the onset of the pre-war real 
estate boom, it became clear that second-rate service would no longer suffice. 
Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, President of the CPR at the time, noted that Calgary 
still lacked a ‘grand hotel’ to accommodate wealthy travellers and dignitaries, 
and resolved to do something about it. Construction of his ‘grand’ vision began 
on May 12, 1911, and in June of 1914 the ‘Castle by the Tracks’ was officially 
opened under the name of ‘Hotel Palliser’. 

Named in honour of the explorer Captain John Palliser, The Palliser was a 
veritable oasis of luxury and comfort in the midst of the prairies. Marble floors, 
oak panelling, candelbra lighting, and handmade rugs were just a few of the 
lavish appointments that set The Palliser apart from any hotel between 
Vancouver and Winnipeg. In addition to being the hotel of choice among 
travellers, it also quickly became the social hub of Calgary. 

Though the ‘‘Great War” interrupted the success of The Palliser’s opening 
season, the hotel responded to the needs of the community and offerred 50 
cent meals to volunteers in its main dining room, and its bar room for use as 
headquarters for the local Victory Loan Committee. Shortly after the war ended 
and the Roaring Twenties began, The Palliser came into its own as the centre 
of social, intellectual, and business life within the city, and it has remained so 
every since. 

The hotel has been extensively refurbished over the decades in order to retain 
its luxurious, regal ambiance. During its history it has been the favoured choice 
of Queens, Dukes, political leaders, entertainers, and was most recently 
honoured when it was chosen the Host Hotel for the 1988 Olympic Winter 
Games. 

The height of luxury in Calgary for over 75 years, The Palliser is truly a 
diamond in the rough of the ‘Wild West’. 
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STAN WILSON, NANTON, ALBERTA 

Stan’s early years as a child were spent in Ontario where he received his education and assisted his 
family in the livestock producing business. In the early 1940’s he came West on the Harvest Excursions 
and was so enthralled with Alberta, he decided to stay. Stan settled in the Nanton area in 1946 and began 
working on the large A7 ranch. By 1947, this Eastern-born cowboy was made Foreman. 

It was in 1950 that Stan and his Bride set out to start their own ranch in the rolling Foothills, South and 
West of Nanton. Today, they are operating it with their three sons and their daughter. 

In the early 1960’s, Government policies affecting the use of land prompted Stan to become involved in 
the Advisory Council for Improvement District #6. His involvement lasted 19 years. From this, Stan joined 
the Cattlemen’s Association and in 1980 was elected Chairman of the Alberta Cattle Commission, a 
position which he held for two years. During this time, Stan also served as a Director on the Board of the 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association and was elected President of the national organization for 1986-1988. 
Stan is still a member of the Executive and currently serves as well on other committees. 

Stan’s experiences in dealing with national, international and local matters affecting the Beef Industry have 
given him a great appreciation for the people who make it up. 


Indeed, Stan Wilson is a Real Live Rangeman. 






MENU 


CELERY HEARTS — CARROT STICKS — MIXED PICKLES 

000000000 

OLD FASHIONED OXTAIL SOUP 

000000000 

ROAST PRIME RIB OF ALBERTA BEEF 
Whipped Potatoes 
Mashed Turnips 
Fresh Whole Green Beans 

000000000 

MA’S DEEP APPLE PIE 
with Alberta Cheddar Cheese 

000000000 

COWPOKE BREW 


1988 Attendees 
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